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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, December 20, 2015 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

During Advent we have watched a video of a young woman walking into the 

church to discover a nativity scene in which she has interacted with Joseph, the 

angel, Mary and the baby. The last question she asks is “How will your mystery 

unfold?”  Most of the time Advent feels like a time in which we prepare for 

Christmas—and by that I mean for the events of Christmas; parties, worship 

services, gifts, food, etc.  My suspicion is that we rarely prepare for the Christ-

child to be born in our lives again.  The question that the young woman asks in 

the video, “How will your mystery unfold” is really an invitation for us to 

consider how Jesus can be born in us again this year.  This week leads to 

Christmas and my prayer is that each of us will experience the Christ-child in such 

a way that we will be truly different in terms of our relationships with one another, our faith in God, 

our demonstration of our faith and our willingness to follow Jesus in our lives.  My belief is that part of 

the church’s work is to “birth” the Christ child into the world every year as a reminder that God is with 

us—no matter what!  Merry Christmas! 

THE SHARP POINT 

Christmas Eve Services: The Mystery Unfolds 
 

 10:00AM: CHRISTMAS AND CARING Service in the Chapel for those who have suffered a 

loss.  Reception in the Gathering Area after the service. 

 1:00PM: A FAMILY CHRISTMAS Traditional Service in the Sanctuary with Holy 

Communion 

 6:00PM: NEW DAY CONTEMPORARY SERVICE in the Life Center featuring contemporary 

music led by the No Boundaries Praise Band 

 8:00PM: LESSONS AND CAROLS Worship service in the Sanctuary featuring the Chancel Choir, 

Sinfonia and candlelight 

 11:00PM: CANDLELIGHT AND COMMUNION Worship in the Sanctuary to welcome Christmas Day 

 

Nursery available (for infants thru PK5’s) at 1:00, 6:00 and 8:00 services 
 

Sunday, December 27th: 8:30am and 11:00am services only! Brunch at 9:45am.  

Don’t Forget! This year at our 

Christmas Eve services and 

December 27th services we 

will be collecting hats and 

gloves for the children at Lowell Elementary 

School.  Please help out a child this year 

through the gift of a hat and gloves!   

 

Speaking of Cold Outside... 

If the weather outside is frightful 

But inside it is so delightful 

And if you’re wondering  

if Church is a go… 

Tune in to Channel 7 news or check out the 

website for weather related updates.   



201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Advent: The Mystery Unfolds 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 

9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, South Lawn 

Children’s Ministries No Children's Sunday School 

December 27th or January 3rd. SOUL Kids Children's Choir 

resumes January 10th.   

Youth Ministries No Youth Group December 20th & 27th.  

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

A Thousand Thanks to the 2015 Church Council! 

I invite you to say “Thank You” to the following people who 

served on the Church Council this year. I am deeply 

appreciative of their service as a group and individually. 

Barbara Allender 

—Donna Berry as Lay Leader has brought both energy and 

God-Centeredness to the task. 

—Jim Hering, Chair, Staff Parish Committee led with grace 

and aplomb through the expected and unexpected staff 

changes experienced this year.  He has a way of always 

keeping God as the focal point. 

—Rhys Wetherill, Chair of the Finance Committee, 

although interrupted by knee replacement surgery, kept 

the committee focused on attaining a balanced budget for 

the church…and successfully it appears. 

—George Faulhaber, Chair of the Trustees. Under his 

leadership numerous physical plant improvements have 

been made, the parking lot revamp is in progress, the 

remainder of the Jemez property has been sold, and a 

report has been made to the Church Council on possible 

safety and security measures. 

—Ted Balph as Treasurer has worked diligently with Mary 

Lust to get control of expenditures and monitor revenue.  

Their work has paid off with what is anticipated to be a 

balanced financial status at the end of this year and a 

balanced budget for 2016. 

—Dodie and Art Hawkins and Jerri Foster, Lay Members to 

Annual Conference kept us informed of issues of concern 

to the Conference…and with great enthusiasm. 

—Ed Vigil, President of United Methodist Men was a 

dependable presence at the meetings and a reminder of 

work with McCurdy School and Wesley House at UNM. 

—Betty Jo Nye, President of United Methodist Women, 

was responsible for the very successful and well attended 

meeting of the West Texas/New Mexico Conference 

meeting of United Methodist Women.  Kudos for a job well 

done. 

--Kathy Gough, Molly Hayes, and Claudia Ryan who 

chaired the Worship, Navigate and Serve ministries.  The 

Serve ministry continues to build on work at Lowell 

Elementary School.  Efforts are on-going to enhance the 

children and youth ministries.  And refinement and 

tweaking continue for our four worship services  

—Mary Lust, Director of Ministries and Operations; Janet 

Norden and Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastors; and last but 

not least Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor have taken on a variety 

of challenges, ups and downs, highs and lows and guided 

us to a year that I think all should be proud of.  The clergy 

team is excited about the possibilities for 2016.  And 

finally, Mary Lust will be leaving at the end of January to 

join Jeff in Abilene.  Our best wishes for God’s care as she 

makes this move. 

Thrift Shop Christmas Collectibles Sale, in the Gathering 

Area today.  Closed: December 21st–January 6th.   

Family Promise: January 3rd through 10th. Sign up forms 

are in the Gathering Area. 

Financial Peace University, Thursdays 6:30 - 8pm, 9 

weeks, from January 14 - March 10. 

Friday Women’s Bible Study (9:00am) new study - Beth 

Moore’s Stepping Up, begins January 8. Books will be 

available for purchase. 

UM Women’s Book Club will meet next on Wednesday, 

January 13, 2:00pm. The book selection is Go Set a 

Watchman by Harper Lee. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give

